CHAPTER VIII

WARS WITH  THE INDIANS

THE period from 1660 to 1675, a time of read-
justment in the affairs of the New England colo-
nies, was characterized by widespread excitement
and deep concern on the part of the colonies every-
where. Scarcely a section of the territory from
Maine to the frontier of New York and the towns
of Long Island but felt the strain of impending
change in its political status. The winning of
the charters and the capture of New Amsterdam
were momentous events in the lives of the colonists
of Rhode Island and Connecticut; while the agita-
tion for the annexation of New Haven and the
acrimonious debate that accompanied it must
have stirred profoundly the towns of that colony
and have led to local controversies, rivalries, and
contentions that kept the inhabitants in a con-
tinual state of perturbation. On Long Island
before 1664, the uncertainty as to jurisdiction,
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